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“Complete Streets” Definition

“Complete streets” are designed and operated to 
enable safe access for all users. 

Source: PB

Commonly understood as: 

Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and bus riders of all 
ages and abilities are able to safely move along and 

across a complete street.



“Complete Streets” Goal
– Enable safe access for 

everyone
– Understand key transportation 

issues
– Explore alternatives for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists 
and transit riders

– Plan for future implementation



“Complete Streets” Benefits
• Encourage walking and bicycling 
• Improve local economic health
• Improve safety for everyone
• Make transportation more efficient
• Enhance safety for everyone
• Benefit the environment



“Complete Streets” Policies

• Adopted by 63 Michigan 
communities

• Adopted by more than 
240 municipalities 
across the US

• Over 23 States with 
Complete Streets 
Policies

As of November 2011



Who Benefits from Complete Streets

• Pedestrians

• Drivers

• Bicyclists

• Commercial drivers

• Emergency responders

• Bus riders

• Elderly/Disabled



How a “Complete Street” 
can be a Destination
• Improve overall livability for everyone 

• Enhance Downtown Pontiac

• Create a center regional activity

Next are six 
roadway strategies 
for implementing 
“Complete Streets”



1. Reduce # of Lanes

• How many lanes on the 
Woodward Loop are needed 
to accommodate local and 
regional traffic?

• Is there room for bike lanes 
or wider sidewalks?



Improves safety, reduces traffic congestion, and 
assures safe access to properties along a roadway for 
everyone.

2. Access Management

• Where is access needed?
• How can traffic flow along 

Woodward and Downtown 
Streets be improved?

• How can safety be 
improved for everyone?



3. Roundabouts
Could roundabouts improve vehicle and pedestrian safety?

Maple Road /Farmington Road

Maple Road /Drake Road 



4. Pavement Restriping

• Where should pavement 
restriping be considered?

• Should this be a short term 
strategy for downtown 
Pontiac?

Pavement restriping is an easy 
and inexpensive technique to 
implement Complete Streets



5. Curb Extensions

• Should we consider this along Woodward Avenue?

Extending curbs makes crossing distances shorter 



6. Improved Access for Pedestrians and Bicycles 

• Where should bike lanes 
be added?

• How can the sidewalk 
system be improved? 

• How can we connect 
trails to downtown 
Pontiac and other 
places?



What are your thoughts for Pontiac?
• How can we make it a better place?

• What modes of travel are important to you?

• Are there barriers that make that travel difficult?
• What improvements would you like to see to the 

transportation network?

“A Complete Street is safe, comfortable and convenient for travel 
via automobile, foot, bicycle, and transit.”

A Complete Street can be a Destination!


